
HISTORY GRADUATE STUDENTS ASSOCIATION 
MAY 2014 MEETING AGENDA 

12 May 2014 in AQ 6229 
Present: 
 
Leah Wiener 
Kathryn Hearn 
Scott Eaton 
Gisèle Dubeau 
Abby Rolston 
Joseph Howard 
Sukhjit Chohan 
Madeline Knickerbocker [late] 
 
Regrets: 
 
Liam O’Flaherty 
Khash Hemmati 
 
Start Time: 12:04 PM 
 

1. Approval of May Agenda 
 

x Motioned by Kathryn, seconded by Sukhjit, unanimously passed. 
 

2. Approval of April minutes 
 

x Motioned by Gisèle, seconded by Kathryn, unanimously passed [Madeline 
abstained].  

 
3. Representative Reports 

 
x Chair: Leah Wiener 

 
� Reminder about an opportunity for one or two graduate students to 

present during the Fall 2014 Department of History Colloquium Series  
 
     - Interested students should contact Ilya Vinkovetsky 
     - Sukhjit expressed interest 

 
� Scheduling of June/July/August meetings 

 
o Leah: Should we meet in June? 
 
o Madeline: How about a fun meeting (e.g., the beach, sports, food) 

in July or as part of the orientation for new graduate students in 
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August? A formal HGSA meeting on orientation day is too much 
for incoming students. Maybe we can all go out for a beer after the 
orientation and have the first formal HGSA meeting for new 
students at a later date. We do not need to have a formal HGSA in 
meeting August in to organize any orientation day events. Only the 
Events Committee needs to meet. 

 
o Leah: We will have meeting in July. A Doodle poll will be sent out 

to schedule it. 
 

x Treasurer: Gisèle Dubeau 
 

� There was $566 in funds remaining before the karaoke event. The cost 
of the event was $413. The new balance of funds is $153 [This does 
not include funding for the current Summer 2014 semester]. 

� There is $2000 in the trust account. 
 

o Gisèle: How about spending funds on a walking tour for 
incoming graduate students. 

 
o Kathryn: Maurice Guibord does walking tours. 

 
o Madeline: Maybe Maurice can do a walking tour of local 

breweries. 
 

o Gisèle: Or a tour of the city. 
 

o Kathryn: It is possible that all of the incoming graduate 
students will originate from the Lower Mainland. 

 
x TSSU Reps: Alice Huang and Abby Rolston 

 
o Abby: There is nothing new to report. 

 
x GSS Rep: Joseph Howard 

 
o Joseph: There is nothing new to report. 

 
x GPC Rep: Sukhjit Chohan 

 
o Sukhjit: There is nothing new to report.  

x Department Rep: Liam O’Flaherty 
 

o Liam via email: There is nothing new to report 
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x Working Environment Representative: Liam O’Flaherty 
 

o Liam via email: There is nothing new to report 
 

x Communications Officer: Vacant 
 

x Events Committee: Madeline Knickerbocker, Andrea Samoil, Khash Hemmati, 
and Liam O'Flaherty 
 

� Summer events 
 
o Madeline: There has been no official Events Committee meeting 

since the last HGSA meeting. Some informal discussion has taken 
place. Love the idea of a walking tour to welcome and meet the 
incoming graduate students. Maybe integrate it into the September 
HGSA meeting. Asked those present if they thought that it was a 
good idea. General nods.  

 
o Gisèle: The walking tour can be a means to learn about the history 

of Vancouver. 
 

o Madeline: A cheaper rate for the tour may be available during 
September because it is not a peak summer month. Maybe the 
existing graduate should students should make an appearance at 
the end of orientation day to give the new students a tour of the 
department (e.g,. rooms, lock codes) and then go to the pub. 
 

o Gisèle: Found it difficult to have a HGSA meeting in the same 
room on the same day after last year’s orientation 

 
o Madeline: The after-orientation event for new students this year 

should be low key and casual. They could learn about the HGSA 
and decide if they want to run for a position rather than be 
pressured into it. 

 
o Kathryn: A GSS Caucus Grant of $750 could help pay for the 

walking tour if it can be demonstrated that it relates to professional 
development. 

 
o Madeline: Should we do an event for the July HGSA meeting to 

encourage students to come? July is always good weather for 
outdoor activities. Maybe visit the Vancouver Art Gallery as a 
possible indoor activity. 

 
o Leah: Maybe a day at the beach? 
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o Madeline: Will communicate with the Events Committee. 
 

o Kathryn: Books for the auction in fall are in the graduate lounge. 
 

o Leah: Will solicit ideas from students about possible activities to 
incorporate into a HGSA meeting. 

 
4. Approval of receipts from Karaoke Night on 9 May 2014 

- Rental (3 hours, room for 10): $226 
- Refreshments: $135.25 (approx $15/person, 9 people) 
- Taxes: $28.29 
- Tip: $23.94 
- TOTAL: $413.48 

 
x Kathryn inspected the receipts and confirmed the total 
x Motion by Kathryn to reimburse Leah Wiener $413.48 for funds for the Karoke 

Night on 9 May 2014, seconded by Madeline, unanimously approved [Leah 
abstained]. 
 

5. SFU Living Wage Campaign. Information attached to the agenda. We can endorse the 
campaign, not endorse the campaign, or have the GSS advocate come to a future meeting 
to give us more information to help our decision.  
 

o Kathryn: Explained what the Living Wage Campaign is. 
 

o Gisèle: Will support it if it does not result in an increase of tuition 
fees 
 

o Kathryn: Tuition fees increase is capped at 2% per year and the 
increase is always the maximum 2% 
 

o Sukhjit: The increase in wages would be a very small percentage 
of the annual budget of SFU.  
 

x Endorsement motioned by Gisèle, seconded by Scott, unanimously approved. 
 

x Resolution: We the HGSA are willing to endorse the SFU Living Wage 
Campaign as a show of support for workers. 

 
o Madeline: What is the process to carry out the endorsement 

approved by the HGSA? Do we need to write a letter? 
 

o Kathryn: Maybe it can be done through the meeting minutes? 
 

o Leah: We will determine what the next step in the endorsement 
process is. 
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o Madeline: A stronger message will be sent if the History 
Department faculty also endorses the campaign. We should consult 
with faculty members who have already endorsed it as individuals. 
Perhaps Liam can present something at an upcoming department 
meeting.  
 

6. New business/continuing discussion of any issues arising from reports 
 

x No new business or continuing discussion. 
 
End Time: 12:45 PM 


