
HISTORY GRADUATE STUDENTS ASSOCIATION 

NOVEMBER 2014 MINUTES 

27 NOVEMBER 2014 IN AQ5009 

 

Start time: 11:30AM 

 

In attendance: Khash, Sukhjit, Gisele, Scott, Katie, Ivan, Leah, Maddie, Brendan. Jennifer 

arrived late.  

 

1. Approval of November meeting agenda: Motion to approve: Maddie, Seconded: Brendan. 

Passed 

 

2. Approval of October meeting minutes: Motion to approve Gisele, Seconded: Brendan. Passed. 

 

3. Representative reports 

 

Chair: Sukhjit Chohan 

 
Most of my activity this past month was in relation to scheduling meetings and securing rooms for the Spring 2015 

semester. 

 

Treasurer: Gisèle Dubeau 

 
GSS Core Funding for the History department in 2014/2015 is $900.00. 

Our trust account balance is $1,747.26. 
 

Department: Madeline Knickerbocker 

 

The Graduate Program Chair Dr. Panchasi announced that graduate classes will be modified in 

2016 to reflect a new mandate for educational goals. She also spoke about rethinking the MA 

program to better suit student needs and said that a survey to gauge student experience will be 

sent to past and present students. The oral history lab is almost finished. The Department Chair 

Dr. Pabel announced an on-line tutorial dealing with bullying. He also announced that the 

Department will be getting a new four year limited term instructor to teach Scottish history. 

There were objections in the meeting following this announcement: no consultations, concerns 

about spreading enrolment out to more options, no control over hiring, and no courses set. The 

Department endorsed the Living Wage campaign.  

 

Graduate Program Committee: Khashayar Hemmati 

 

Nothing to report. 

 

Graduate Student Society: Leah Wiener: 

 
The most controversial item on the meeting agenda this month concerned an open letter to the SFU administration in 

support of members of the SFU community who are being sued by Kinder Morgan due to the current protests. There 

was concern from the earth science caucus that their members are involved in pipeline survey work, and their labs 

on campus are being vandalized - so supporting protestors also means hindering the work of SFU grad students. 



Overall, this was a minority viewpoint within that caucus. Business admin noted that the pipelines being such a big 

employer for his caucus would make this a concern for them, despite them also supporting the protestors. 

Nonetheless, open letter passed unanimously. All HGSA members should have received a draft by email over the 

weekend. As far as I recall, all items on the agenda passed unanimously. There was also sustained discussion about 

the use of binary gendered pronouns on the health insurance claim form, about our endorsement of a somewhat 

vague statement by the David Suzuki Foundation concerning the transit referendum, and about a statement proposed 

by an executive member to be sent to University of Toronto Graduate Student Union noting the successes of the 

GSS. 

 

Katie: Right to Protest rally Friday, November 28, 10:30 at Burnaby Mountain Parkway and 

Centenial. New GSS website to launch in January. GSS Elections were held—3 new people will 

start in January. Katie will move to a new position; her position is now open. Suhkjit suggested 

caucus be informed of GSS letters earlier and Council package will be forwarded. Up to date 

information is on website and Facebook page. Quest groceries is significantly cheaper and offers 

a grocery card; students can apply through GSS. GSS Winter Open House is on December 4
th

.  

 

Teaching Support Staff Union: Ivan Drury and Scott Eaton 

 

Scott Steward’s meeting—TA-ships in the future—the application form will ask you about other 

income and GPA. TSSU asked that it not be filled out. TSSU asking that acceptance letters are 

clearer about the terms of money provided by the university with TA-ships and scholarships 

separated. Contesting the high medical fees International Students need to send out. 

 

Working Environment and Outreach Advisory Committee: Liam O’Flaherty 

 
- I got not objections to the email I sent out about donating all/most of the books from the grad lounge to the United 

Way fundraiser/booksale, so I carted over two cartloads of books, but that represents only about 20% of the 

wallspace in the grad lounge. Luckily, the library accepts book donations year round, so we can take our time and 

bring over a couple more cart loads and finish it off. Any help to that end would be appreciated. 

- Lots of old journals in the grad lounge which we would not donate - they should probably be checked against SFU 

Library website and recycled if digitized, as per our last meeting. Judi can help me/us/whoever with figuring out 

how to get Facilities Management or whoever to come by and mass collect a big bunch of old journals. 

- The last meeting of the Working Environment and Outreach Advisory Committee was November 20th. 

- The main topic of discussion was to revitalize our hallway including its bulletin boards, and we came up with some 

ideas like: an illustrated word-cloud of departmental research keywords; caricatures; large quotes from historians; 

monthly trivia questions; research displays, etc. 

- Emergency kits - we're looking into getting emergency kits for the department. Asked that one be placed in 

either the grad lounge or computer lab in case of after hours emergency. Some concerns were 

raised about who had first aid training in the department.  
- WEOAC/Judi is looking into the possibility of getting a short-term RAship for a student to catalogue the 

department lounge library and possibly have an honours-based check out system. 

- We're looking into putting a toy box in the department lounge for people who need to bring their children to 

campus from time to time. 

 

Communications Officer: Leah Wiener 

 
I've created a Facebook page for the HGSA and invited everyone I'm on Facebook with. The page is fully visible to 

those who do not use Facebook, and we can easily share news, events, etc. I have emailed Allison about setting up a 

website and am awaiting a response. 

 



4. Spring 2015 meetings schedule 

 

    22 January @ 11:30AM 

    26 February @ 11:30AM 

    26 March @ 11:30AM 

    23 April @ 11:30AM 

 

5. Holiday Hamper—Katie explained about the GSS holiday hamper and Women’s Centre. Ivan 

made a motion” for Gisele, Brendan and Katie to spend up to $400 from HGSA Trust funds to 

purchase gifts for Women’s Centre.” Maddie Seconded. Passed. 

 

6. New business: Maddie made a motion “that snacks be provided by HGSA up to $50 from Core 

funds.” Scott seconded. Passed. Ivan suggested we need further discussion regarding future 

hiring policy within the History department; the difficulty in getting bursaries; time lag 

regarding department and travel funding reimbursement. These were tabled as we were over 

meeting time.  

 

End time: 12:33PM 


