
HISTORY GRADUATE STUDENTS ASSOCIATION 

JANUARY 2015 MEETING MINUTES 

22 JANUARY 2015 IN AQ6229 

 

Start time: 12:33PM—Leah, Cory, Scott, Liam, Alice, Sukhjit, Giselle and Jennifer in 

attendance.  

 

1. Approval of January 2015 meeting agendaMotioned by Scott, seconded by Leah. Approved 

by all.  

 

2. Approval of November 2014 meeting minutesMotioned by Giselle, seconded by Leah. 

Approved by all.  

 

3. Representative reports 

 

Chair: Sukhjit ChohanReminded those in attendance of new meeting times in previous 

minutes. Dr. Chenier offered HGSA a teaching talk, but no one stepped forward. Few History 

students are involved in the 3 minute thesis competition.  
 

Treasurer: Gisèle DubeauNo changes in the report. 

 
GSS Core Funding for the History department in 2014/2015 is $862.88. 

Our trust account balance is $1,747.26. 
 

Department: Madeline Knickerbocker (report by Khashayar Hemmati)HIST 471 is replaced 

by Hellenic Studies 461. More TA support is needed. Department discussion regarding the 

effectiveness of lower level tutorials instructed by TAs. Dr. Taylor stated profs should lead the 

tutorials as many are non-history majors, so therefore, should be taught be “expert” in the field. 

Dr. Dawson stated that his experiment with the reverse classroom has supported the effectiveness 

of the tutorial. Judy voiced concerns about how grad students would be funded. Leah, Giselle 

and Jennifer all voiced concerns about the removal of TAs from classrooms. Scott asked, “What 

is the ‘real’ issue?” Ivan offered to follow up on the proposed structural changes.  

 

Graduate Program Committee: Khashayar Hemmati 24 MA applicants, 6 PhD applicants of 

those 26 paid for the application to be processed.  

 

Graduate Student Society: Leah Wiener 

 
- as Petter said that guard.me was not part of his jurisdiction, council moved to invite the VP (who is responsible for 

it) to the next meeting to consult. If you have questions/concerns about this program, you can forward me your 

questions or come to the next meeting to ask them directly.  

- Discussions around two GSS advocacy committees: Current committees aren't working well, partly due to red tape 

constraining student involvement. The executive is proposing working groups for specific issues, rather than broader 

committees. Laissez-faire/free-for-all. Straw poll indicates that most of council supports this idea. This is likely to 

come up as a motion soon, so please let me know how you would prefer that I vote.  

- the AGM is on Feb 4 (a Wednesday) with doors opening at 12:30. It will be followed by bingo and FREE FOOD. 

Please come help us get quorum!  

 

Teaching Support Staff Union: Ivan Drury and Scott EatonNeither went to the 3 day retreat. 

Bargaining is underway. University is pushing forward a task force on flexible education. It is 



still in the initial stages. “World Café: at the Diamond Alumni Centre from 2-4pm January? To 

discuss with wider university community.  

 

Working Environment and Outreach Advisory Committee: Liam O’FlahertyWorking on 

revitalizing the hallway in order to promote the program. Allison is working on the newsletter. 

There will be a conflict management seminar for faculty. Plans for Jack Little’s retirement party 

are underway. Plans for a SFU vs UBC curling event in the spring.  

 

Communications Officer: Leah Wiener 

 
- if you want to be an administrator on the HGSA Facebook page, let me know and I'll add you. More photos from 

events (official or unofficial) would be great! But I'm trying to keep the photos sober-looking since it's a public page 

- the department hasn't responded about hosting a web page for our minutes. My next step is to ask the GSS. This 

would largely be a space for organizing our minutes and making them available for all members. Katie may be 

able to help set this up. 

- I've noticed that the CHA website is very out of date in terms of listing SFU grad student projects; this is another 

thing I plan to look into 
 

4. New businessEmail will be sent out regarding coordinating rides to Qualicum.  

 

End time: 1:23PM 


