
 

 

HISTORY GRADUATE STUDENTS ASSOCIATION 

SEPTEMBER 2014 MEETING AGENDA 

25 September 2014 in AQ 6229 

 

Present:  

 

Sukhjit Chohan 

Jennifer Chutter 

Ivan Drury 

Gisèle Dubeau 

Scott Eaton 

Kathryn Hearn 

Khashayar Hemmati 

Joseph Howard 

Alice Huang 

Madeline Knickerbocker 

Liam O'Flaherty 

Joseph Pry 

Abby Rolston 

Andrea Samoil 

Leah Wiener 

 

 

Start Time: 12:30 PM 

 

1. Approval of September Agenda 

 Motioned by Kathryn, seconded by Madeline, unanimously approved 

 

2. Approval of July minutes  

 Motioned by Kathryn, seconded by Andrea, unanimously approved 

 

3. Questions on Written Representative Reports 

 No questions were asked 

 

Chair: Leah Wiener  

My work this past month has largely consisted of organizing this meeting and the elections, and 

negotiating our scheduling needs in relation to that of the department, since the Thursday time 

slot is in high demand. 

 

Treasurer: Gisèle Dubeau 

As of September 22, 2014, funds from the GSS have not been allocated. 

 

TSSU Reps: Alice Huang and Abby Rolston  

One of the current issues is bargaining, as the contract expired in April 2014, and TSSU is 

actively bargaining for a better collective agreement. The other issue are TAs getting paid late 



 

 

at the beginning of each semester, or having a TA contract under 3 base units. However, these 

issues tend to be more common in non-humanities departments. 

 

GSS Rep: Joe Howard (report by alternate representative Leah Wiener) 

The August meeting was largely spent discussing the GSS budget, particularly the matter of 

paying stipends to GSS councilors. The council voted on a budget plan that kept the stipends. 

Detailed documents are available for viewing if necessary. The council also debated the motion 

concerning a letter of solidarity with the Palestinian people. Several HGSA members attended, 

all to express support for the motion. Andrea Samoil spoke in favour of the motion. Joe 

Howard spoke to share the views of HGSA members who had written to him opposing the 

motion. The meeting lost quorum before a vote could take place. 

The September meeting focused on approving documents that streamlined GSS functions such 

as elections, executive positions, and investments. We also debated and voted on the 

controversial letter of solidarity that was carried over from the August meeting. This debate 

largely considered the extent to which the GSS is a political body, and whether this letter could 

set a precedent of involvement in geopolitical issues. Several councilors abstained, but the 

motion ultimately passed with fairly little opposition. 

 

GPC Rep: Sukhjit Chohan 

1) TA and SSHRC/grant writing workshops will be coming up over the next few weeks. Emails 

will be sent out. 

2) The GPC will be looking at revising the Graduate Student Handbook so that it is a more 

accurate reflection of the graduate program and more helpful to students. Please feel free to 

send me suggestions on how it can be improved and I will forward them to the GPC. The new 

version will be online only. 

3) The number of credits earned during the MA program will be increased to meet minimum 

credit requirements for some teaching positions. This will have no practical affect on the 

program. 

4) SCORE project 2014-2015: This project will track former SFU History MA students going 

back ten years and will also consult current students in order to learn ways that the MA 

program can better serve student needs and aims. 

 

Department Rep: Liam O’Flaherty  

At the June department meeting: Hilmar gave me a few moments at the end to talk about the 

Living Wage. Most of the department was there. I mentioned a few facts about it, and said that 

the HGSA unanimously endorsed it.  I also said that the HGSA wants the department to take 

action and to consider officially endorsing the campaign as a department just as GSWS has 

done. Hilmar asked me a question about the average wage at SFU. I said for non-academic 

staff, 70% make below the living wage (per the campaign website). I also mentioned that I'd be 

happy to liaise with Katie Hearn or whoever at GSS to get the GSS advocacy person to come in 

and talk to the department for a few minutes at the next meeting. Hilmar said the department 

would consider it as a "point of interest". I will talk to the chair and certain interested faculty to 

ensure that it is re-raised at the next meeting.  There was also a department meeting on 

September 18th but it was exclusively for faculty and staff and was designed to facilitate a 

discussion to "explore the relationships between the Chair and the Department and vice versa to 



 

 

identify the role the Chair will play in the next three years." I was told by Ruth that it was an 

unusual meeting and designed more for those with voting privileges, so I did not go. 

 

Working Environment Rep: Liam O’Flaherty  

The first meeting of WEOAC (Working Environment and Outreach Advisory Committee) was 

also on September 18th. The committee has six members: me, Bidisha Ray, Mark Leier, Emily 

O'Brien (chair), Judi Fraser, Alison McMahon. The meeting was cut short because they had to 

set up for the department meeting. The meeting was primarily about issues brought to the table 

by Alison concerning outreach and getting the department out there, in terms of recognition and 

attendance at our events like the downtown lecture series. Other ideas included perhaps starting 

a meetup.com group, doing high school visits, having videos online showcasing research being 

done in the dept, revitalizing the bulletin boards in the AQ 6th floor so they better reflect 

specific themes, and so on.  The newsletter was brought up. This is something Alison does 

every year around this time, and could use as much help with it as possible.  It was decided 

either than WEOAC as a whole should collectively edit, or, that there be one editor. I asked if a 

graduate student could be the editor, or if it had to be a faculty member, and if a grad, I 

volunteered to do it.  There was some discussion about that, and Alison and the others leaned 

toward a group-editing thing though nothing has been decided yet.  If a grad student is allowed 

to do the editing, this might be a great thing to go on the CV of a grad student.  Finally, I 

suggested after the meeting that one way to sell the department is to create a podcast series and 

to get faculty and/or grad students to interview faculty about their research (although I see no 

reason why grad students, or faculty, couldn't also interview grad students as well!).  If this idea 

comes to fruition it would be helpful in us getting our names out there if we so wish. 

 

Communications Officer: Vacant – report by Leah Wiener 

In previous years, the HGSA archived its minutes and agendas in a binder in the computer lab. 

Given trends since then towards digital rather than paper record-keeping, I think a website 

could be more effective for this purpose, and for raising the profile of our small association for 

prospective students. It is quite straightforward—and free—to set up a website on the SFU 

server. 

 

4. Approval of receipts 

 

 Motion by Gisèle to reimburse Leah $69.60 (from the trust account) for post-orientation 

drinks on 27 August 2014, seconded by Jennifer,  unanimously approved [Leah abstained] 

 

5. Schedule change for some future meetings 

 October meeting has been moved to October 30 – 11:30 in 6229 

 November 27 meeting has been cut short and moved later to accommodate a tenure and 

promotion meeting earlier in the Thursday slot. We will start at 1:00 and try to finish before 

people need to leave to teach. 

 

6. Election of new representatives 

 

 Chair: Sukhjit Chohan 

 Motioned by Kathryn, seconded by Madeline, unanimously approved [Sukhjit abstained] 



 

 

 

 Secretary: Jennifer Chutter 

 Motioned by Andrea, seconded by Kathryn, unanimously approved [ Jennifer abstained] 

 

 Treasurer: Gisèle Dubeau 

 Motioned by Kathryn, seconded by Khashayar, unanimously approved [Gisèle abstained] 

 

 GPC rep: Khashayar 

 Motioned by Kathryn, seconded by Gisèle, unanimously approved [Khash abstained] 

 

 Department rep: Madeline 

 Motioned by Ivan, seconded by Scott, unanimously approved [Maddie abstained] 

 

 GSS rep: Leah Wiener  

 Motioned by Gisèle, seconded by Madeline, unanimously approved [Leah abstained] 

 

 GSS alternate #1: Andrea Samoil 

 Motioned by Khashayar, seconded by Gisèle, unanimously approved [Andrea abstained] 

 

 GSS alternate #2: Joshua Pry 

 Motioned by Madeline, seconded by Andrea, unanimously approved [Joshua abstained] 

 

 TSSU rep #1: Ivan Drury 

 Motioned by Madeline, seconded by Khashayar, unanimously approved [Ivan abstained] 

 

 TSSU rep #2: Scott Eaton,  

 Motioned by Khashayar, seconded by Andrea, unanimously approved [Scott abstained] 

 

 Working Environment and Outreach Advisory Committee rep: Liam O'Flaherty 

 Motioned by Khashayar, seconded by Madeline, unanimously approved [Liam abstained] 

 

 Communications Officer: Leah Wiener 

 Motioned by Kathryn, seconded by Leah, unanimously approved [Leah abstained] 

 

7. Other business 

 

 Kathryn: The GSS is having a pub trivia night on 30 September 2014 and a pumpkin 

carving contest on 30 October 2014 

 

 Liam raised concern about TSSU members having to pay for MSP during a semester when 

they are not teaching 

 Liam, Kathryn, Gisèle, and Leah considered ways to raise this concern. 

 

End Time: 1:13PM 


