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History Graduate Students Association (HGSA) 
October 2015 Meeting Minutes 

October 22 2015 in AQ6229 
 

In attendance: Lorelei Lester, Andrea Samoil, Bruce Dyck, Leah Wiener, Jason Romisher, 
Adam Bielka, Scott Bursey, Grant Gillies, Liam O’Flaherty, Orion Kidder 
 
Secretary: Adam Bielka 
 
Chair: Liam O’Flaherty 
 
Start time: 11:34am 
 

1. Approval of agenda— 
• Motion to approve agenda with amendment that Orion Kidder of TSSU, who was 

invited to speak about the strike developments, address caucus next. 
• Andrea moved, Leah seconded; all in favour. 

2. Report by TSSU organizer Orion Kidder: 
• Selection on binding arbitration for Final Offer selection agreement due to 

happen, likely under Vince Ready’s arbitration 
• Tentative agreement for 21 days of bargaining; no job action when this begins 
• University determined to agree to postpone benefits cuts if negotiations in 

progress 
• Support the TSSU Cards distributed, encouraging undergraduates to complain to 

both parties (ie administration) to resolve the ongoing labour dispute 
3. Approval of September 10, 2015 meeting minutes 

• Lorelei moved; Andrea seconded; Leah abstained; all others in favour; 
4. Representative reports: 

• Chair: Liam, present 
• Motion to approve payment to Liam from core funds of $118.57 for 

reimbursement of food/drink expenses incurred at the last HGSA event on 
September 17th; 

• Leah motioned; Lorelei seconded; Liam abstained; all others in 
favour. 

• Motion to pre-approve payment to Liam from core funds of up to $150.00 
for food/drink expenses incurred at upcoming HGSA event on Friday 
October 23, 2015. 

• Lorelei motioned; Grant seconded. Liam abstained; all others in 
favour. 

• Motion to pre-approve payment to the HGSA trust account monies raised 
by the department text book buy back. 

• Leah motioned; Adam seconded; all in favour. 
• From Liam’s written report: 

• Possibility of a one-day mini conference about Left History 
organized by some HGSA members. It will be next semester at 
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Harbour Centre and everyone is welcome to attend and present. It 
will likely be “pecha kucha” styled. Bringing this up to gauge 
interest, and to see if members would also be interested in the 
HGSA putting forward money as well. GSS grants are available 
for this sort of thing, but they’ll want us to match whatever they 
give. Also possible to get funding from History and Hellenic 
Studies (maybe also GSWS, I’ll have to check). 

• Brief discussion followed. May be an expense to the HGSA of up 
to $750.00 if we decide to do it and approve it, GSS professional 
development grants will likely match up to that amount. 

• Treasurer: Leah Wiener, present; 
• Trust account: $1,915.32 

Core funds: $850.00 
• Department rep: Grant Gillies, present; 

• There were two meetings since September 10th; 
• New courses under development; 
• Department considered sending around petition in support of the TSSU; 
• Other things discussed which don’t effect HGSA (eg. Pension) 

• GPC rep: Lorelei Lester, present 
• No meeting since last HGSA meeting on September 10th; 
• From Liam’s written report: 

• Liam attended a portion of a GPC meeting on August 18th, 2015 
(sorry, I forgot to report on it at the last HGSA meeting). Khash, 
then the GPC rep, was about to defend his thesis so Roxanne asked 
me to go. It was brief. We talked about the new cohort and 
orientation, and getting grad students to do a 45-minute talk at 
orientation.  This is Roxanne’s 4th and last year as GPC. I (Liam) 
brought up the idea of us grad students having a left history themed 
mini-conference. GPC seemed interested in rallying behind it. The 
big news was that they are toying with the idea of creating another 
MA (or perhaps M.Ed) program aimed at current history teachers 
in the province of BC. Mark/Roxanne are gauging the interest of 
the BC Social Studies Teachers’ Association. I said from my own 
view that it sounded great, and that it would be good if members of 
both cohorts did some of the same classes. Right now it’s in very 
early stages so they’re still trying to work out what degree it would 
be, what it would look like, whether or not it should be “themed” 
each year, etc. 

• GSS rep: JP Pry, absent, report by Liam; 
• Pumpkin carving contest at GSS for Halloween 

• WEOAC rep: JP Pry, absent, report by Liam; 
• How to get people interested in History discussed; 

• Communications officer: Leah Wiener, present; 
• Leah will send out another email asking people for input for new website. 
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• Events committee: Liam O’Flaherty, present, Bruce Dyck, present, Grant Gillies, 
present, Andrea Samoil, present; Abby Rolson absent; 

• Next event is Friday Oct 23rd at Club Ilia 6pm. 
• Ideas for next event: mini-golf, laser tag, escape room. Some discussion 

about mini-golf. Bowling usually organized by a prof or WEOAC. 
Karaoke likely next March. 

• TSSU reps: Jason Romisher, present, Maddie Knickerbocker, absent; 
• From Jason’s written report: 

• Mark withholding looks solid across the various departments with 
some slippage in business.  English mentioned how several of the 
Professors are withholding marks in solidarity.  One department in 
science mentioned how a Professor entered a tutorial and collected 
the scantron sheets themselves. 

• Convocation: it was decided not to picket convocation as the 
school would have used that as a grounds for a lockout.  One of the 
recipients of an honourary doctorate was actually a former TSSU 
negotiator.  The University was unaware of this and the recipient 
spent a section of his speech praising the TSSU position and 
criticizing the university.  His statements were met with loud 
applause and put the administration in an awkward position 
whether to clap along with the crowd or disavow his sentiments.  
There is video. 

• One of the HGSA members mentioned to me how there was 
discussion of a unilateral walkout by our department. I raised this 
issue and was advised that we were welcome to do this.  They also 
suggested we plan such an action for a certain time of the week 
when as many of our TAs would be in session.  They also 
recommended a teach-in as a potential strategy which would not 
affect our pay.  This would be where we would teach the students 
something outside of the directed curriculum. Communications 
expressed sympathy with a history initiative and there would be an 
interest in joining in solidarity. 

• TSSU is looking for volunteers to go door to door with an 
experienced member to raise awareness of our position. 

• Benefits Cancellation.  The university has come off very badly 
with this initiative.  It has proven difficult to spin this as a 
favourable measure.  The University does have the means to cancel 
this directive at the last minute with no impact on members. 

• The TSSU leadership continue to state that a deal can be achieved 
in a few days if the Administration will just bargain with the 
intention of securing a deal. 

• This issue is going to an arbitrator who can decide whether to 
accept the university's proposal or ours.  The arbitrator cannot 
determine a middle ground.  Even if the arbitrator were to choose 
our package, the university could appeal to the province that it is 
over budget.  There is Provincial legislation capping spending 
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increases at a certain target in the public sector. There are grey 
areas where both sides disagree what actually constitutes income.  
I am unsure if TSSU will have to accept the arbitrator's decision if 
the university's proposal is chosen.  I am also unsure as per the 
timing of the arbitrator's decision 

5. New business: 
• Liam: Next meeting will be on November 26th 2015; 
• Liam: Might need to change constitution regarding remaining wording about our 

connection to “HSU”. Email forthcoming. 
6. Motion to adjourn: Grant Motions; Adam seconds; all in favour. 

 
End time: 12:27pm 


