
HISTORY GRADUATE STUDENTS ASSOCIATION  

APRIL 2015 MEETING MINUTES 

30 APRIL 2015 IN AQ6229 

 

Start time: 11:35AM  

 

In attendance: Andrea, Sukhjit, Gisele, Khash, Jennifer, Liam, Corey.  

 

1. Approval of April 2015 meeting agenda—Andrea moved to approve. Liam seconded. All in 

favour. 

 

2. Approval of March 2015 meeting minutes—Liam moved to approved. Andrea seconded. All 

in favour.  

 

3. Representative reports 

 

Chair: Sukhjit Chohan 

 
Proposed schedule for Summer 2015 meetings: 

 

May 28 @ 11:30AM in AQ6229 

July 23 @ 11:30AM in AQ6229—Depending on availability of Grad students, this meeting may be 

moved to a different time, day and location. 
 

Treasurer: Gisèle Dubeau 

 
- 2014/2015 GSS Core Funding is $862.88 pending approval of the funds ($590.00) used for the 24 April 2015 

HGSA social event 

- Our trust account balance is $1,747.26 

 

Department: Madeline Knickerbocker (Report by Sukhjit Chohan)—September 9
th

 for SFU 50
th

 

Anniversary. Work load review for faculty in terms of contact hours with students. Upper level 

and Lower Level course loads need to be balanced. Summer 2015—lower division is robust, 

upper division is weak. Aaron Windel is teaching a thematic course on Technology. Non-W 

version of the same course have been deleted.  Jennifer Spear will be department head in the fall.  

 

Graduate Program Committee: Khashayar Hemmati—no meetings. 

 

Graduate Student Society: Leah Wiener 

 
- At the most recent GSS meeting, we made two important decisions. We voted to defund the Office of the 

Ombudsperson, and to terminate the contract of the Executive Director. As both discussions were held in camera, I 

cannot give further information about either decision. An interim executive director should be in place shortly. JP 

will be attending summer semester meetings as I am out of town. 

 

Teaching Support Staff Union: Ivan Drury and Scott Eaton (Report by Andrea Samoil) 

 
1) Bargaining Update: Bargaining is ongoing, but the employer is still using stalling tactics. The latest was their 

failure to declare what constituted essential services, though they knew it would be necessary when the union had a 

successful strike vote. There are bargaining days scheduled for mid-May, but given the employer's continuing 

demands for concessions and the misinformation they have been disseminating with their bargaining updates, it is 

likely that some strike action will need to be taken in order create the incentive for the administration to settle on fair 

terms. 



 

2) Strike Action Update: There will be job actions taken in the next semester. These will probably start small, such 

as with stickering assignments, but expect that those of us with contracts will be called upon to do something 

further, though not a complete work stoppage before the next bargaining round in mid-May. Please note that under 

labour law you cannot be penalized for participating in a strike or job action. 

  

3) Further information: If you have any questions, concerns, or suggestions, please contact Maddie or Andrea. We 

would love the opportunity to talk to people, so please don't hesitate to contact us. More detailed information can 

also be found at http://bargaining.tssu.ca/ 

 

Working Environment and Outreach Advisory Committee: Liam O’Flaherty 

 
- Last meeting was April 24th. 

- The WEOAC was very receptive to supporting the chair request by the HGSA social committee. We didn’t take a 

formal vote- everyone was in agreement however that it should be done. 

- Judi said there might be a way to get a cheaper deal through Staples or whoever when you order a bunch of chairs 

at once, so she said she would get in touch directly with Maddie and go over types of chairs for the TA offices in 

further detail. (Maddie, heads up). 

- We talked about other stuff too, like the newsletter, the hallway revitalization project, and so on. They’re going to 

try to get hallway repainted and stuff before the fall, but it extend into the fall. 

- The issue of Jack’s retirement was adjourned to next meeting as he’ll be teaching this summer.  

- We discussed ideas for reaching out to high school students and undergrads to get them interested in joining SFU 

History. Lots of stuff that primarily affects profs rather than us (eg. sending profs to high schools to talk about 

history and the history program).  I suggested the department start organizing more field schools and other 

travel/international things to attract students who want diverse experiences. 

 

--There needs to better marketing to high school students to show where people went with their 

history degree in order to show the relevance of completing a history degree.  

 

Communications Officer: Leah Wiener 

 
- I have begun drafting text for our HGSA website. If you'd like to be involved (even just proofreading) or have 

ideas for content beyond what we discussed at our last meeting, please let me know. 

 

Events Committee: Khashayar Hemmati, Madeline Knickerbocker, Liam O’Flaherty, and     

           Andrea Samoil—nothing new to report. 

 

4. Approval of receipts 

 

- $590.00 spent by Liam O'Flaherty on food, beverages, and karaoke at Fantacity on 24 April 2015—Andrea 

approved the motion. Cory seconded the motion. All in favour, Liam and Gisele abstained. 

 

5. New business—nothing new to report. 

 

Next meeting on May 28
th

 at 11:30am in AQ6229. 

 

End time: 12:19 PM 


